
Overview  
At minimum, every ShiftGate listing will require 75-150 high-quality colour photos.  

• Shots required: Exterior shots, interior shots, engine bay, undercarriage (front and rear axles, inside  trunk,  
all seats, wheels, all nooks and crannies, close ups of lights, interior parts, gauge cluster including 
odometer, detail shots. Include photos of known and visible defects.  

• ShiftGate photos should be consistently sharp and in focus. Blurry photos will not be accepted.  

• Every car should be spotlessly clean inside and out before photographs are taken.   

• For primary images, it’s better to fill the frame with the vehicle rather than have it appear too small 
with too much background.  

• Regular listings should be photographed in attractive settings, not the local mall, damp garage or cluttered 
driveway. Choose a spot that enhances the look. Use the landscape of your area for effect; ie, if in the 
country, use the unique landscape.  
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Technical Specs   
Orientation: Landscape (horizontal) images only.  

Resolution: Each photo must be a minimum of 800 kb and no more than 2 megabytes each.   

Sharpness & focus: Vehicles must be absolutely razor sharp. Avoid the use of ‘portrait mode.’   

Lighting & composition: Consideration must be given to setting, lighting and composition  

Three Steps to Successful Shooting:   

1. Choose the Best Setting  
• Take note of great locations in your immediate vicinity that you can use:  

• A beautiful home (good for luxury vehicles)  

• A cool urban setting (good for street-style cars)  

• A lush, rough country setting (good for off-road vehicles)  

• Any interesting or colourful architecture , beautiful vistas, bridges, waterfront etc.  

• Don’t be afraid of “locating” your shots in distinct geographical terrain. (Consider whether the setting 
complements or contrasts with the car. Contrast can be fun, ie. a luxury vehicle in an industrial  
neighbourhood but complementing the vehicle is easier.   
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• Seek contrasting colour background, not a black car on a black background.  

• Lighting should be top of mind before the photos are shot.  

• Sunset and dawn are ideally the best times for the softest light, direct sunlight can be better than shade, 
though not always. 

2. Choose the Best Day & Time of Day  
• Interiors are always better shot in shade, using reflected direct sunlight.   

• TIP: Be sure, if using the sky and clouds for effect, that the exposure is adjusted so the sky is not washed 
out.   

• Give yourself ample time (one hour is usually enough).  

• Consider the foreground and background for each shot, but also where the vehicle falls within those 
elements  
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3. Take the Time to Carefully Compose your Shots  
• Do not include people in the photos or in the distance, and avoid other background noise.    

• Avoid shadows across the car, say, from hydro poles, wires or buildings, for blatant signage that may distract 
from the photo or the car itself, for example:  

• Centring the vehicle in the frame works fine, but do not crop so close as to leave no background. A good 

“rule of thumb” is to think of the photo having at least a thumb-width of space on each side of the vehicle in 
the viewfinder.   

• Avoid gimmicks and tackiness (e.g. toy cars, provocative posing/models). Let the car shine.  

• Avoid strange angles, for example:  
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Full Example: 1992 Ferrari 348 TB 

Exterior   
As you walk-around the vehicle, take a photo from each angle with the ENTIRE car shown in the frame, similar 
to a rotating turn-table at a car show. The vehicle should take up approximately 75% of the frame with some 
space around the borders: 

  

Close up exterior detail photos will show off the design and accentuate the lines. Keep a quick detailer spray 
and microfibre cloth handy to make your vehicle shine. 

Straight on photos of the wheels is a good practice. If there are any blemishes capture them as well. 
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Interior   
Make sure the interior is properly clean. A good vacuum and dusting will put your vehicle in a good light. 
Overall interior photos along with details: Seats / bolsters, door panels, dash board, infotainment system, rear 
seat / cargo area (esp. for SUVs), switches and controls, gauge cluster and instrumentation, etc.  Anywhere a 
potential buyer might look if he or she were physically inspecting the vehicle. 

©2021 ShiftGate Automotive Auctions Inc.



Mechanical   
Take several photos of the engine bay, including photos showing the entire engine bay from both sides and 
the front (or rear) of the car. A photo of the inside of the hood with the entire hood in frame is also 
recommended. Photos of the underbody from both front & rear bumpers is advised. If you do not have access 
to a lift, a good mobile phone with it’s built in flash works well 

Stickers & Labels   
Photos of the vehicle factory VIN stickers and/or information labels is important. Be sure to show the entire 
label and close enough to read the information. These labels are typically found on the door jambs and/or 
under the hood/trunk. 

 

Additional Details 

Make sure to photograph any significant chips, scratches or blemishes. It is good practice to be transparent of 
all aspects regarding the condition of your vehicle 
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Other Notes  

• Shoot slowly, looking at your result each time. You’ll see things in the result that you don’t notice when 
looking through the viewfinder (especially shadows etc.)   

• Within limits, a poor picture can be cleaned up and adjusted in the editing process. Aim to get the best shot 
possible and rely as little as possible on Photoshop to fix mistakes.   

• Do not trespass, break any laws or take unnecessary risks in order to acquire a decent photograph. Ask 
permission if using a home or business as a backdrop.   

• Following these guidelines will ensure taking photographs of automobiles is just as fun as watching it get 
sold to highest bidder, usually earning a higher sale price because your listing had great photos.   

• Keep your camera clean, carry extra batteries and memory cards and if in doubt, shoot anyway. 
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